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no good can be expected from the remedy. The medicine may, if neces¬ 
sary, be repeated several days in succession, the active principle rapidly 
passing off by the kidneys. {Medical Examiner, August, 1878.) (Edinburgh 
Medical Journal , Sept., 1878.) 


Tiie Antagonism Between Alcohol and Strychnia. —Dr. Staechini, 
from observing some cases where the administration of alcohol seemed to 
be of service in arresting the action of strychnia, was led to investigate the 
question whether there was any real antagonism between them: lie experi¬ 
mented on frogs, Guinea-pigs, and dogs, llis results were essentially nega¬ 
tive ; he found that alcohol cannot be regarded as antagonistic to strych¬ 
nia. Alcohol, nevertheless, produces diminution in the violence of the 
convulsion, and retards the access of deatli under circumstances that would 
otherwise prove fatal. Animals die after the lapse of a longer or shorter 
period, notwithstanding the absorption of a large amount of alcohol, if the 
doses of strychnia have been sufficiently considerable. Alcohol is, per¬ 
haps, the least dangerous of the remedies that are used in strychnia-poison¬ 
ing, its own action, either injected in a diluted form, or injected subcuta¬ 
neously. is certainly less dangerous than that of chloral introduced in the 
same way. A fatal dose is not interfered with by strychnia, nor does 
strychnia seem to modify flic inebriating effects of alcohol. If alcohol and 
strychnia are given together in an absolutely fatal dose, the animal dies, 
presenting the combined symptoms of both. (Gaietta Med. Ital. Impartial?,, 
Nov. 9, 1878.) ( Practitioner , Nov., 1878.) 


Treatment of Neuralgia iiv Hypodermic Injections ok Ergot.— 
Marino recommends the injection of from 0.15 to 0.25 gr. dissolved in six 
grains of distilled water. This may be repeated once or twice, though per¬ 
haps not more than six times, and acted well in certain forms of neuralgic 
paius, especially in tic douloureux. It appears to act less favorably in scia¬ 
tica. ( Impartial'e, No. 8, 1878.) ( Practitioner , Nov., 1878.) 


Cerebral Electrization.— We find in the Gat. des Ilopitaux, 1878, No. 
119, an abstract of a paper read before the French Association for the Ad¬ 
vancement of Sciences, last year by M. Lelourneau, giving the results of his 
clinical experience in electrization of the brain in various mental disorders. 
He first undertook a series of experiments on animals, on the vaso-motor 
nerves of the head. The most noteworthy result was the ascertainment of 
the fact that electrization of the superior cervical ganglion produced con¬ 
striction of tlie retinal vessels. Tiiis was already observed in man, and M. 
Letourneau had himself noticed it in a case he was treating for choroiditis. 
Deeming that the condition of the retinal circulation was an index of that of 
the brain, he concluded that the vertigo produced by passing an electric cur¬ 
rent through the head was due to narrowing of the cerebral vessels and con- 
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sequent cerebral amentia, and not congestion as had been thought to be the 
case by some. He therefore applied this deduction to practice and treated 
by electrization of the head a very intelligent patient suffering from a tend¬ 
ency to cerebral congestion, and with very good success. Each electrization, 
whether of the head directly or of the superior cervical ganglion, caused im¬ 
mediate relief. The patient was relieved of his “ cap of lead,” as he ex¬ 
pressed, his sight became better and objects appeared more brightly colored. 
Other cases were similarly benefited. 

A marked tendency to sleep was often observed to follow the application. 
He also found it beneficial in dissipating melancholia in two cases. 

He concludes from these facts that cephalic electrization is indicated in a 
vast number of mental disorders, especially when of recent date. It would 
seem to be a priori indicated in some cases of acute mania. 

We should hesitate to recommend this treatment, except with the utmost 
caution to avoid too strong currents and watch carefully for both good and 
bad effects. 


.Nerve-Stretching in Lktkosy.— Dr. Edward Lawrie has stretched the 
ulnar nerve in thirty cases of anatsthclic leprosy. In every instance the ope¬ 
ration was followed by benefit so far as tlie area supplied by the nerve was 
concerned. (Indian Med. Gazette. Sept., 1878.) (Phil. Med. Times.) k 


The Arsenical Treatment ok Chorea.— Dr. L. C. Gray, Proc. Med. 
Soc. Co. of Kings, Ddfc., 1878, discusses the treatment of some twenty-seven 
cases in his dispensary practice with arsenic. Six of these he was able to 
keep continuously under his observation from the beginning of treatment 
till the entire disappearance of all the symptons. lie used in all cases Fow¬ 
ler’s solution, and as a vehicle Iluxliam’s tincture of cinchona. The doses of 
the Fowler’s solution were three drops ter die after meals in the beginning, 
gradually increasing one drop every second day until there was distinct 
abatement of the disease or slight toxic symptoms. No directions whatever 
were given as to hygiene or food. 

* The average duration of the six cases from the beginning of treatment to 
complete recovery was tw enty-four days, the maximum thirty-eight days, 
the minimum thirteen days, and the average time from the beginning of 
symptoms (as stated by friends) to recovery was fifty-five days, the maxi¬ 
mum one hundred and three days, the minimum twenty-one days. 

Comparing these figures with the results of the expectant treatment, lately 
so much lauded by Drs. Gray and Tuckwell, we have a difference in favor 
of the arsenical treatment of twelve days in the duration of treatment over 
those reported by Gray and Tuckwell, and by Wilks as treated by the ex¬ 
pectant method, even including in these latter, as was not done in the others, 
the duration of the disease before coming under treatment. As a corrobo¬ 
rative evidence of the value of the arsenical treatment, and as agreeing with 
his own figures, he quotes the fact that the average duration of twenty cases 
of chorea thus treated at St. Thomas’ Hospital, London, was 36 days. 
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